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1. Name of Property

Historic name Garfield Elementary School
Other namelsite number  041-0020-0226

2, Location
Street & number 300 NW 7% Street "1 not for publication
City or town Abilene [ vicinity
State Kansas Code KS County Dickinson Code 041 Zip code 67410

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify ihat this D nomination
3 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meals the procedurat and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, (he property
B4 meeie T\ does not meet the Naional Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
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Garfield Elementary School

Name of Property

Dickinson County, Kansas

County and State

5, Classification

Owmership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

1 private
public-local

[ ] public-State
[ public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing

Category of Property
{Check only one box)

building(s)
[ district

[ site

1 structure
£ object

(Enter *NJA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Historic Public Schools of Kansas AND New Deat-era Resources in Kansas

Number of Resources within Property
{Do not include previousty Tisted resources in the count)

Contributing Nencontributing
1 2
1 2

buildings
sites
structures
objecls
total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register
0

6. Function or Use

Historlc Functions
{Enter Calegories from instructions)

EDUCATION: Scheol

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: School

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{Enter categories from instructions)

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Moderne

Materials
{Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation - Concrete

Walls - Brick

Roof - Asphalt

Narrative Description

{Pesgribe the historic and current condition of the property on one o more continuation sheets.)



Garfield Elementary School

Name of Property

Dickinson County, Kansas
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

_[1Dacemetery.

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark "X In one or more boxes for the crteria quakfying the
property for National Register

A Property ks associated with events that have made a
significant conribution o the broad pattems of our
history

71 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

G Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, pericd, or method of consfruction or
represents the work of & master, or possesses
high ariistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components fack
individuat distinction.

[ © Property has yiekded, or likely to yiekd,
information important in prehistory o history.

Criteria Considerations
{Mark 'x* in ali the boxes that apply.}

Properiy is:

[ A owned by a religious Institution or used for
Teligious purposes.

7] B removed from # origina! location.

{1 ¢ a birhplace or grave.

3 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure,
3 & a commemorative property.

171 6 less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on ore or more

continuation sheels.)

Areas of Significance
{Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1942-1959

Significant Dates

1942-construction; 1957-expansion

Significant Person
{Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

NA

Cultural Affiliation
NA

Architect/Builder
Joseph Radotinsky, Architect {Kansas City, Kansas) w/ Frank
Caylon, Associate/Supervising Architect {Abilene)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibtiography

{Cite the books, articies, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):  Primary Jocation of additional data:

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
as been requested
[ Previousty listed in the National Register
[} previously determined eligible by the National Register
Tldesignated & National Historic Landmark
{73 recorded by Historic American Buikiings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
record #

B State Historic Preservation Office
7] Other State agency
[] Federal agency
] Locat govemment
1 University
Other
Name of repository;

USD 435 {Abilene} Board of Education Officeffiles
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Name of Property County and State

10, Geographical Data

Acreage of Property- less than one

UTM References
{Place addiionat UTM references on a eontinuation sheet) )
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[[] See continuation shest
Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the properly on a continuation sheet.}

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

Namedfitle Brenda R. Spencer

Organization Spencer Preservation Date 30 'March, 2008

Street & number 10150 Onaga Road Telephone _ 785-456-9857

Cityorfown  Wamego State _ Kansas Zip code 66547

Additional Documentation

Submit the following Hems with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicafing the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properiies having large acreage of numerous resources.
Photographs Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with SHPG or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
Name USD 435, Abilene Public Schools (Larry K. Schmidt, Superintendent)
Sireet & number 213 N. Broadway Telephone
Cityortown  Abilene Stale KS Zipcode 67410

Paperwork Reduction Act Satement: This information ks being coliecled for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properiies for listing or
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Preservation Act, as amended (16) U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
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Washington, DC 20503
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7. Narrative Description

Garfield Elementary School was dedicated in April 1942, constructed with the assistance of the Federal Works
Agency of the U.S. Government (WPA). The two-story blond brick building has a concrete foundation and
concrete detailing. The building is a rectangular form with horizontal bands of window openings. Key
functional components including the main entrance, auditorium, and kindergarten room, are articulated through
contrasting forms and detailing. The main entrance is marked by a vertical tower that aligns with Broadway
Avenue and the west facade has a series of vertical bands delineating the auditorium. Building entrances,
including secondary entrances on the side and rear facades, feature horizontal concrete bands that project to
form shallow canopies over the doors. The school reflects the early Modern Movement in architecture, defined
by its simple rectangular massing, clean lines with contrasting forms, and subtle ornament. Concrete piers and
pilasters at the building entrances feature geometric textile patterns reminiscent of Frank Lloyd Wright's
modern designs. The original kindergarten room on the east end of the building reflects the Art Moderne style,
typically characterized by curved forms.

The school was designed by Joseph W. Radotinsky, a Kansas City, Kansas architect who was known for his
public architecture, including school buildings throughout the Midwest. Radotinsky's designs of the 1930s-40s
were notable, breaking from the Progressive Era tenets that had defined educational architecture for the first
three decades of the twentieth century. Review of school board minutes and media coverage of the school's
planning and construction, clearly portrays an emphasis on modern accoutrements, an attention to functional
aspects of the school’s use, consideration of maintenance and performance of materials, and planning for
future expansion. The design of the school must have been effective. Expanded fifteen years after its
“gompletion; the school Has continued to serve the elementary poputation of the Abilere school system. Aside—
from the 1957 expansion, the only major alterations to the building have been replacement windows and
modification of some original interior finishes. The building clearly conveys its original design and character on
the exterior and interior. :

Site

The school site is comprised of approximately two city blocks located north of downtown Abilene. The site is
bordered by North 7" Street on the south and the vacated North 8" Street on the north. Garfield Elementary
School is generally rectangular in plan and situated on the south half of the block bordered by North Cedar on
the west and extending past the vacated Broadway/Spruceway on the east. The school property spans further
east toward North Buckeye, encompassing the site of the old Junior High School, now used as a playground.
The school grounds are located in a residential neighborhood with private single-family homes located along
North Buckeye Avenue, east of the school site and neighborhoods surrounding the school on the north, west,
and south. North Broadway terminates at the school site; the tower at the main building entrance, aligning with
the road, is visible from the central business district that is located five blocks to the south.

The property has been occupied by a public school since Central Building, a four-room school, was built on the
site in 1874. The Junior High School was built east of the Central Building, in 1906, and continued to function
in that role after the existing Garfield Elementary School was constructed in 1942, The Junior High building
was demolished in 1953.

The school faces south, fronting North 7 Street. 1t is setback from the curb on the south and west sides,
forming a small grass lawn in the front and side of the school, Perimeter sidewalks circle the site and school
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building with walks extending to the multiple building entrances. The schoo! grounds are distinguished by large
deciduous trees on the west and south sides.

A paved playground is located in the rear (north) with parking off the alley (vacated N. 8" Street). North
Broadway jogs at the school site and extends through the school property as a closed, private drive, aligning
with Spruceway north of the school property. The closed drive separates the school lawn from the east
playground. A paved parking lot is located at the southwest corner of 7™ and Broadway, south of the school.

There are two ancillary structures located on the school site. A modular classroom was moved to the site in
1992 for use as an art classroom. This mobile unit is directly behind the school, off the northeast corner. A
small storage building is located west of the kitchen, northwest of the school at the rear.

Exterior
The school is characterized by its rectilinear, horizontal form. Although the overall form is simple, the facades
are articulated by stepped bays and subtle detailing. The front/south facade is comprised of three primary
parts with the kindergarten room recessed on the east end of the building, being a forth component of the front
facade. The building entrance and administrative functions are on the east and the auditorium, with a separate
entrance, is on the west, with classrooms comprising the center/main body of the building. The center section
is comprised of three symmetrical bays, each defined by sets of three windows per floor. The auditorium is
located on the west end of the building and defined by a one-and-a-half-story plain brick wall. The school was
originally designed with future expansion in mind. A classroom was added as a projecting bay on the west end
of the second floor east of the auditorium. This bay is supported by concrete piers that frame a small patio.
——0One-of two-auditorium-entrances-is located at the-east-end of the patio, east of the -auditorium—The-second
floor projecting classroom bay defines the west section of the south facade. The east section of the south
facade is defined in large part, by the vertical tower over the main building entrance. The tower features
vertical bands of brick with recessed copper louvers; it serves as a ventilation tower, in addition to marking the
building entrance. A one-story bay housing administrative functions is located east of the main entrance. The
second classroom was added over the north half of the east end of the building, aligning with the roof line of
the center classroom bay.

The Progressive Era had a significant impact on the design of schools, in particular, the design of spaces
based on specific functions. It was typical to see special attention given to the kindergarten room and Garfield
is a perfect example of that attention to detail. The kindergarten room is a recessed bay on the east end of the
building, east of the administrative block and main building entrance. The room is a distinguishing feature of
the building. It is a one-story bay with a curved wall of glass block on the east. The kindergarten room was
designed with a separate building entrance on the south side and a second outside entrance on the north that
provided direct access to the playground. The east facade is asymmetrical and articulated with multiple
stepped bays. The curved kindergarten room is the primary component of the east facade, located on the
north half of the facade. The administrative bay occupies the south half of the facade with a small entry alcove
into the kindergarten room. The vertical tower over the main entry extends above the one-story administrative
bay on the south half of the facade while the second floor classreom addition extends above the kindergarten
bay on the north half of the east facade. '

The rear/north facade is asymmetrical and embodies similar design principles as the front facade but is
generally unadorned. A corbelled chimney and one-story entry bay project from the east end of the rear
facade — features of the kindergarten room. A small concrete canopy defines the rear building entrance that
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aligns with the main building entrance on the south. An adjacent door provides direct exterior access into the
restroom. These features are repeated on the west end of the rear facade, aligning with the auditorium entry
on the west end of the south facade. The main body of the rear facade is comprised of single, and sets of
three, bands of windows on the first and second floors. A kitchen was added in the 1957 expansion. ltis a
simple, functional bay with brick facades built on the north end of the auditorium. The west rear entrance is
located at the intersection of the kitchen and original building.

The west facade of the school is distinguished by vertical concrete piers that project from the center bay of the
auditorium. Full-height windows originally spanned between the piers, now downsized with opaque panels.
The remainder of the west facade is a plain brick facade with subtle articulation; it has a slightly projecting bay
(the stage area) on the south end and a recessed entry bay on the north, between the auditorium and kitchen
addition. The southwest classroom addition, that projects to form a covered patio on the ground floor, is
stepped back but visible on the south end of the west facade.

interior

The plan configuration is a simple linear form with a central corridor feeding classrooms on the north and south
sides of the building, the administrative block on the east end and auditorium on the west end. Twin stair
towers are located on the north side of the corridor near each end of the building with restrooms adjacent to
the stairs on each floor. The school was designed for the auditorium to function separately from the school to
accommodate functions outside of school hours.

The original school featured five classrooms per floor, three on the south and two on the north. A project room,

——used for student science-and art projects; etc., was located on each floor, in the center of the north-side.-The - -~

administrative block included an office, clinic/nurse’s room and a waiting room with private bathroom. The
library was located between the administrative offices and kindergarten room on the east end of the building.
The school was designed to accommodate the addition of two classrooms. The 1957 expansion included the
construction of these two classrooms as originally designed. The new rooms were located on the second floor,
one over west end of the kindergarten room and library, and one over the southwest entrance. The auditorium
was designed as a multi-purpose activity room. A kitchen was added in the 1957 expansion and the
auditorium functioned as a cafeteria/lunch room. A stage was located on the south end of the auditorium. The
stage and proscenium arch are extant but has been enclosed.

The interior of the school was generally unadorned with utilitarian finishes. The corridors had asphalt tile
flooring and glazed block wainscoting (now painted) with plaster walls above. The plaster walls are intact, the
glazed block has been painted and new VCT flooring installed. Classrooms originally had wood fioors while
rest rooms and stairs featured more durable finishes with terrazzo flooring. The terrazzo remains exposed in
the restrooms and stairs and carpet has been installed over the wood floors in classrooms. Applied acoustic
tile was the primary ceiling finish throughout which remains in place but covered by suspended acoustical tile
ceilings in corridors and classrooms. Although utilitarian in function, the interior of the school had numerous
well-crafted bulilt-in features that remain in place today. The corridors have recessed alcoves for drinking
fountains and fire extinguishers and recessed entrances to each classroom with multi-light paneled (9/2) wood
doors. Each classroom featured a built-in wardrobe and storage closets and the project rooms featured built-in
cabinets. Each classroom aiso had a recessed tiled alcove with a sink, chalkboards and tack space. The
kindergarten room retains additional features including a fireplace located in a recessed alcove on the north
and a window seat along the curved glass block wall on the east.
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A description of the school, following its completion, was provided in “New Garfield School Building is 2 Model
Structure,” in The Abilene Daily Reflector April 4, 1942, and a January, 1947 article in the School Board
Journal. The following details are excerpted from those articles.

... The floors of the corridors are of asphalt tile and with the acoustical ceiling; the building has a coefficient of
noise reduction of 70%. The corridor walls and rest rooms have glazed block wainscoting. The stairways and
restroom floors are terrazzo. Toilets for the boys and girls, flanking the two stair towers, are so arranged that a
student enters from the corridor side and may go directly to the playgrounds without returning to the corridors.

A ticket office and store room is located inside the west entrance and a gate will close off the lower hall when the
auditorium is in use, separate from the school. The auditorium of the building will have many uses. The seating
capacity is 350. A stage is located on the south end of the auditorium. The floor is asphalt file, the same as is in
the corridors. The walls are the same brick as the exterior of the building. A small kitchen and restroom is
located north of the auditorium off the Cedar Street enfrance.

The office of the principal is in the southeast corner of the building to the right of the tower entrance. The office
features a program clock and a loud-speaker system. West of the principal’s office is the office of the school
nurse. South of the office is the school library. The building is designed to permit the addition of two classrooms
at a later date. The split heating system is located in the basement. Showers and dressing rooms are located
west of the heating system. The entry tower serves as the building’s ventilating system.

Classrooms are large and well-lighted with built-in cupboards, wardrobes, recessed lavatories in the walls and
ample blackboard and tack board space. Project rooms with buiit-in cases, counters, and sinks are located on the
first and second fioors.

—— ——One of the-most interesting rooms in the Garfield Building is the kindergarten—Aprivate-entrance-onthesouth
has been provided and a door on the north to the playground. The rounded east end of the room is enclosed by
glass block. The window seat is covered with biue linoleum that matches the floor. The floor has a pattern that
includes a circle and star with animals and the letters of the alphabet in contrasting colors. A fire place is located
in a recessed alcove on the north side of the room. Above the fireplace is an oil painting of Mother Goose figures
painted by G.N. Maim.! Enclosed cupboards for each student are located on the west end of the classroom and a
private lavatory and closet.

Alterations

The school has experienced some alterations over the past sixty-seven years. The only change in the
building's footprint occurred in the 1956-57 expansion that resulted in the addition of two classrooms and a
cafeteria kitchen. The classrooms were added vertically as originally designed, but the cafeteria addition was
constructed off of the auditorium, expanding the building to the north. The parking lot and playground at the
rear of the school were paved in 1958. Some minor alterations were made in a 1978 remodeling of several
Abilene schools to meet Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act with regards to Civil Rights of the Handicapped.
Garfield was converted to an “Upper Elementary” in 1988 serving all of the district’s 4™ and 5" graders. The
original kindergarten room was converted to the library and administrative offices expanded into the original
library. The primary interior changes date to a 1990 renovation funded through a local bond. Most existing
interior finishes date to the 1990 project. At that time, the glazed block wainscoting was painted, new VCT tile
flooring was installed in the corridors and carpet in the classrooms. It is likely that the Malm painting in the
kindergarten room was covered as a part of this project. A suspended ceiling was installed throughout but
does not obscure door transoms. The most significant exterior alteration also dates to this project — the

* Additional informatfion on Lindsborg painter G. N. Maim is provided in the National Register nomination for the Holmberg and Johnson
Blacksmith Shop, 122 N. Main, Lindsborg Kansas (Spencer, 2008).
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replacement of the original windows. The only major changes in recent years were the placement of the
mobile unit in the rear of the school for art classes in 1992 and the addition of air-conditioning in 1994,

Summary
Garfield Elementary School retains a high degree of historic integrity. The exterior of the building reflects the

original design and planned 1957 expansion. The only major exterior alteration since the 1957 addition has
been the replacement of windows in 1990. The school retains its original plan configuration with only minor
changes in use. Key original features including the interior doors, built-in wardrobes, auditorium stage, and
kindergarten fireplace and window seat, remain in place and portray the character of the original design. Most
existing finishes date to the 1990 renovation but the building retains the glazed block wainscot, although it has
been painted, in the corridors; plaster walls are extant and the terrazzo flooring remains exposed in the rest
rooms and stair towers.
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Statement of Significance

Garfield Elementary School in Abilene is being nominated to the National Register under the Historic Public
Schools of Kansas and the New Deal-era Resources in Kansas Multiple Property Nominations. The building is
significant on a local level under Criterion A as the second public school on this site, built to replace the
condemned former Garfield School (Central Building) built in 1874. It is also an excellent representative of
New Deal-era architecture, constructed with the assistance of the federal Work Projects Administration in
1042. Built as an elementary school, Garfield Elementary was converted to an Upper Elementary School,
serving grades 4-5, in 1988 and continues to serve that function today. The school is also significant under
Criterion C in the area of Architecture as a representative of an early Modern Movement school with Art
Moderne influences, public architecture funded through the PWA, and the work of Kansas City, Kansas
architect Joseph W. Radotinsky.

The building continues to function in its original use as a school. lts period of significance spans from the
building’s completion in 1942 to 1959, the fifty-year age threshold for historic properties. Garfield Elementary
School is an excelient representative of the City Graded School Property Type and mests the registration
requirements set forth in the multiple property submission, Historic Public Schools of Kansas.

Garfield Elementary School
A four-room school (Central Building) was constructed on the site of the existing Garfield Elementary School in

1874. Eight rooms were added fo this building in 1882; the high school was held on the upper-floor from 1880
to 1894. When the junior high-school was built east of the Central Building in 1906, Central Building was

-—renamed-Garfield-Schooland-served-the eight elementary-grades.—The-building-continued-to serve the school-
district as grade school classrooms until its condemnation in 1940.

Clyde Latcham, state fire marshal declared Garfield School unfit for future use in March, 1940. The Abilene

School Board authorized application for demolition of the schoo! building to the federal authorities of the WPA

at their May 1, 1940 meeting. At the same meeting, they entered into a contract with J.W. Radotinsky of
-Kansas City and Frank Cayton of Abilene for design of a new school.?

in June, 1940, the School Board authorized filing an application through the Federal Works Agency of the
United States Government for a grant of labor and materials amounting to 40% of the cost of erecting,
equipping, and furnishing two new schools. The estimated grant totals were $41,500 for Garfield and $30,000
for McKinley, to be matched by $107,250 in bonds.® The board discussed specifications, floor materials and
acoustic treatments at a special meeting with the architects in July, 1940; they approved Radotinsky’s fee of
6% based on an estimated cost of $103,700 for Garfield school. The school bond issue passed in July, 1940
and the board approved issuing bonds in the amount of $62,250 in December, 1940.

2 USD 435 Board of Education Mesting Minutes, Book Il

3 Ibid. Like the old Garfield School, a second elementary school, McKinley, was also deemed unsafe by the fire marshal and originally
slated for replacement along with Garfield School. The board minutes are unclear regarding the change in plans to construct only ohe
school (Garfieki) in the 1940s. Board minutes indicate that the board later applied for additional federal grants for prefliminary studies of
Abilene’s school system and again for planning of a new high school and McKinley Efementary in 1946. Bids were awarded in 1949 for
demolition of the existing McKinley School and Joseph Radotinsky was hired to design a new elementary school. The new McKinley
Elementary was completed in 19571 and construction of the new high school folfowed in 1955. Both schools were designed by
Radotinsky.
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Low bids were accepted in February, 1941 for the new Garfield School. The following contracts were awarded:
Ceco Steel Products-reinforcing steei
Shockey and Landes Hardware of Abilene
Capital Iron Works of Topeka-Toilet partitions, steel and iron
Lusco Brick and Stone-Wichita-Hollow metal doors
Wiseman Millwork Co., Topeka-Millwork
F.L. Eashelman, Abilene-Plumbing and Heating
Gunzelman Bros, Abilene-Electrical

Construction on the new Garfield School began on March 20, 1941. The state W.P. A. Administrator
transferred Joseph Strowig of Holton, to Abilene as superintendent of construction for the new Garfield School
building. Strowig had recently completed construction of W.P.A. school buildings at Dennison and Americus.
Ed Reddy was foreman of the Garfield project, in charge of all cement work. It was estimated that 60 W.P.A.
men would regularly be assigned to the Garfield project from this time forward until completion.* The School
Board passed a resolution in January 1942 to approve an additional $7,500 in emergency funding for Garfield
Schoolé due to unforeseen increases in the cost of building materials, labor, and equipment (constructed during
WWII).

Garfield Elementary School was dedicated April 10, 1942 and served the Abilene population with no major
changes for more than ten years. By the early 1950s, the district was experiencing rapid growth and was

——projected to have difficulty-housing-the growing-school-population-—A-1956 article-in-thelocal-papernoted-that ——

an “increase of 123 students this year has seriously taxed the existing physical plant facilities of Abilene
schools. Current student population is 1615 and expected to exceed 1800 by 1959-1960."% Garfield was the
first building to be completed in an extensive school improvement and expansion program. No new buildings
were constructed after Garfield, for a period during and immediately following WWII but the construction
program resumed in 1950. McKinley Elementary School was constructed in 1951 and a new high school,
dedicated in September, 1955. Both schools were designed by Radotinsky. The growing school population
required the addition of new elementary classrooms at McKinley and Garfield. A $257,000 bond issue was
passed in 1956 for the elementary expansions. The Garfield addition included two classrooms and a cafeteria
kitchen.

A special meeting was held in January, 1957 during which the School Board opened bids and awarded
contracts to the lowest responsible bidder for General Construction, including grounds improvements and
equipment, plumbing and heating, electrical wiring and lighting, for additions to McKinley and Garfield
Elementary Schools. Architect Joseph Radotinsky opened the bids. Johnson Brothers Construction of Salina
was awarded the construction contract; Gage Plumbing and Heating and Jarrett Electric of Salina were
awarded the HVAC and electric contracts.”

in a re-allocation of physical facilities, the Abilene Board of Education created elementary attendance centers
in 1988. Each of the three elementary schools would house two grade levels versus the former practice of

4 The Abilene Reflector, April 18, 1941.
5 Board Minutes.

® Abilene Reftector-Chronicle, Sept 12, 19586,
” Board Minutes.
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each school serving all elementary grades. Garfield became the Upper Elementary, serving grades four and
five. The school continues in this function today.

Historic Public Schools of Kansas® and New Deal-era Resources in Kansas®

As defined in the Historic Kansas Schools muitiple property submission, City Schools are generally schools in
gities of the first and second class (over 2,000 population); however, population is not the sole criterion for the
property type. The distinguishing factor for this property type is the type of schools. City schools almost
always include a separate high school (or muitiple high schools) to serve the residents of the city. The graded
school is also a distinguishing factor between the city schools and town schools. In cities, the graded school
evolved into grade schools and later, the modern elementary school.

Garfield Elementary School is categorized as a City Graded School, as defined in the Historic Schoois MPS.
In addition to its reflection of the basic characteristics of the property type, the school is also significant as a
representative of New Deal-era Resources reflecting the government program’s far-reaching impact on
educational facilities in Kansas and across the nation. ‘

The Depression brought local school construction to a halt. Roosevelt’s New Deal Programs established the
Public Works Administration (PWA) and Work Progress Agency (WPA) to increase employment which resulted
in one of the greatest periods of school construction, exceeding the period following WWI. The National
Register Multiple Property Nomination New Deal-era Resources in Kansas, developed by Elizabeth Rosin in
2002, provides a thorough summary of the various New Deal Programs and their impact in Kansas. Garfield
Elementary School is an excellent representative of the Educational Facilities Property Type as identified in the

-~New Deal MPS. Also consistentwith-theregistration-requirements; Garfield-Schoolis-eligible for fisting-under
the New Deal MPS having been constructed using federal relief funds.

The WPA was created through the Emergency Relief Appropriations Act in 1935 with the primary objective of
creating local jobs. WPA is best known for its construction projects. Of over 125,000 buildings that were
constructed or improved, nearly one-third was schools. Between July 1, 1935 and June 1, 1939, the WPA built
or improved 619 buildings in Kansas including 142 schools, 52 stadiums, 16 auditoriums and 12 gymnasiums.
An arlicle in the March 1940 Kansas Teacher reported that WPA had built approximately 250 new school
buildings and made improvements for nearly 200 others (the new buildings included 47 schools, fifty-five
stadiums, one hundred and twenty recreational buildings, five libraries, eight gymnasiums, seven dormitories
and several other buildings).”® Clarence Nevins, the state WPA administrator estimated that 600 men, on
average had been employed in the construction or repair of Kansas schools (in 1939)."

PWA and WPA programs resulted in construction of all types of schools in cities and towns across the nation.

Schools constructed between the Depression and WWII reflected a change in architectural styles. Just as the
Progressive Era introduced the ‘modern’ high school in terms of school facilities, the New Deal Era introduced
modern architectural styles. The Art Moderne and Art Deco styles emerged as the dominate influences during
this period. These schools are considered the first “modern” school buildings, more simplistic in form with flat

roofs and limited ornamentation.

: Brenda Spencer, Historic Schools of Kansas Multiple Property Nomination to the National Register, Seplember, 2004,

10Elizat:\eth Rosin, New Deal-era Resources in Kansas Multiple Property Nomination o the National Register, 2002.

“ George F. Hillyer and P.J. Matson, “New Schools With Uncle Sam's Help,” The Kansas Teacher 48 (March, 1940). 10.
Ibid.
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Garfield Elementary School is an excellent representative of a New Deal-era school, reflecting the Modern
Movement in architecture and Art Moderne stylistic influences.

Architect Joseph Radotinsky
Garfield Elementary School is one of at least three public schools in Abilene designed by Kansas City, Kansas

architect, Joseph W. Radotinsky. The Abilene newspaper reported that “the selection of the architects for the
building [Garfield School] was made with regard for character, integrity, ability and fitness for the task. Joseph
W. Radotinsky of Kansas City, Kansas had an impressive record in schools designed in recent years. Two
noteworthy buildings designed by Radotinsky in the past few years are the Wyandotte High School in Kansas
City and the Decatur County Community High Schoo! in Oberiin.””

The article went on to note that “the work of Frank Cayton, the supervising architect, is well-known to Abilene
people. A member of the architectural firm of Murray and Cayton, he has supervised many local projects. The
library, swimming pool, city stadium, Episcopal Church, and high school stadium are Cayton’s work. The
gymnasium-science building, industrial arts building, and grade school at Chapman are other examples of
Cayton’s design.”*

Thirteen years and two local schools later, the Abilene newspaper again regaled Radotinsky around the time
that the new high schoo! was dedicated, in 1956. “New Abilene High School designed by Joseph W.
Radotinsky, recognized as one of the country’s leading authorities on the building of schools, hospitals, and
office buildings. Charles E. Hawkes, former Abilene school principal and superintendent is now associated
with the Radotinsky firm in the capacity of consultant on school requirements.”™* Although it was common for a
school district to-maintain-an-association with-a-single-architect-formultiple-projects, Hawkes-association-with
Radotinsky’s firm reveals a local tie to Abilene.

Joseph W. Radotinsky was born in Kirkwood, Missouri, in 1902 and came to Kansas City, Kansas, at the age
of 7. He attended the old Kansas City, Kansas high school and was employed by the firm of Rose and
Peterson Architects of Kansas City as a part-time draftsman while still in school. Peterson reportedly helped
finance the would-be-architect's education at the University of Kansas, where Radotinsky graduated in 1924.
Radotinsky later went to New York and worked for the firm of Thomas W. Lamb, one of the largest architectural
firms in the nation at that time. Radotinsky won the gold medal in the Ecole-des-Beaux Arts New York City
Municipal Arts Competition. He returned to Kansas City in 1928 and worked for Archer & Gloyd. After a varied
career that included several terms as State Architect (under three governors-Reed, Woodring, and Landon),
Radotinsky established a private practice in Kansas City, Kansas in association with the Chicago firm
Hamilton, Fellows and Nedved, to supervise construction of the new Wyandotte High School. In the late 1930s
Radotinsky became, like W.W. Rose before him, official architect for the Kansas City, Kansas Board of
Education. In this position he subsequently designed numerous schools and many additions and alterations to
public schools in Kansas City, Kansas. Extant Kansas City area schools to his credit include Argentine and
Sumner high schools, Turner and Washington schools, and West, Northeast and Northwest junior high
schools.

:i “New Garfield School Building is a Model Structure”, in The Abilene Daily Reflector April 4, 1942,
Ibid.
" *AHS Architect is Regarded as Tops in Nation”, The Abilene Reflector-Chronicle September 14, 1855.
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Radotinsky designed Parker Elementary School built at 33rd and Haskell in Kansas City in 1940, one of many
schools built under the auspices of the WPA. In 1942, Parker Elementary School was chosen for an award, by
the American Institute of Architects, as being the best public building erected in 1940 in the area, including
western Missouri and eastern Kansas. The design for Parker Elementary is not unlike Garfield Elementary in
Abilene with a simple overall form, horizontal lines, and geometric detailing (See photo in additional
documentation at end of nomination). Radotinsky's designs in the 1930s and 40s reflected the trend toward
modern school facilities in function and appearance. He received numerous commissions through the Public
Works Administration including several schools throughout Kansas and the Jewell County Courthouse in
Mankato. Abilene’s Garfield School and the Jewell County Courthouse were included in a WPA feature article
in Kansas Heritage.™

During WWII, Radotinsky designed Forbes Air Force Base in Topeka, the airbase in Herington, and O'Reilly
General Hospital in Springfield, Missouri. Some of his best-known designs were modern, post-war buildings.
Notable projects in the Kansas City area include the American Hereford Building, the Federal Building, Kansas
City Public Library and the Board of Education Building. Radotinsky partnered with Raymond E. Meyn and
Fred M. Deardorff forming the firm, Radotinsky, Meyn & Deardorff in 1957. Joseph Radotinsky died in 1983.™

Following is a listing of schools known to have been designed by Joseph W. Radotinsky (not all-inclusive):
Vernon Elementary School, Kansas City, 1835-36
Sherman County Community High School, Goodland, 1937
Attucks Elementary, Kansas City, 1938
Alcott Elementary, Chanute, 1938
——SumnerHigh-Schocl-and-Athletic-Field,- Kansas. City;-1938-40

Quinter Rural High School No.3, Quinter, 1939
Decatur Community High Scheol, Oberlin, 1939
Rockweli Administration Center {Old Hays High School), 1938
Sumner High School/Academy, Kansas City, 1939
Parker Elementary School, Kansas City, 1840
Ness City Elementary, 1941

Garfield Elementary, Abilene, 1941

Syracuse High School, 1950

McKinley Elementary, Abilene, 1951

Trego Communify High School, Wakeensy, 1951
Central High School, Salina, 1852

Turner Middle School, Kansas City, 1953

Abilene High School, 1854

Summary
Constructed of blond brick and concrete, Garfield Elementary School is an excellent example of the work of

Kansas City, Kansas architect Joseph W. Radotinsky, a regional architect who established a name in the
design of Modern style schools throughout the Midwest. Garfield School portrays the Modern Movement in

'8 Susan S. Novak, “WPA Kansas,” Kansas Heritage. Autumn, 2003 (excerpt provided in Additional Documentation attached io
nomination).

' Biographical information on Joseph Radotinsky was taken from:

Lucille Doores, “Architect Turns Farmer to Relax,” Kansas City Kansan. August 18, 1959 and "Former Kansas State Architect Dies in

KCK,"” Clipping Fite and Vertical File, Kansas State Historica! Soclety and the Kansas City, Kansas Public Schools web site

hitp:/hrww.kckps.org/disthistory/dist-history/bios/architects associates.him.
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architecture with its simple form characterized by horizontal lines, stepped bays, and concrete detailing. The
school embodies Art Moderne stylistic references with the curved kindergarten bay on the east end. The
building retains a high degree of historic integrity, reflecting its original design and character.

Garfield Elementary School was completed in 1942, constructed through the WPA federal works program. The
school was built to replace the dilapidated “Central Building,” that was constructed in 1874 and continues to
serve the patrons of the USD 435 Abilene school system and community. Garfield Elementary School is
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under the multiple property documentation form Historic
Public Schools of Kansas as a representative of the City Graded School property type.
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10. Geographic Data

Verbal Boundary Description
The legal description of the school site is: Lots 5 thru 13 odd, inclusive; odd Lots 109 thru 129; and vacated
Spruce Street, Southwick and Augustine Addition, Abilene, Kansas.

Boundary Justification
The boundary reflects the site on which the building is located and described by the legal description above.
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Additional Documentation

Photographs
Photographer: Brenda R. Spencer

Date: 24 February, 2009
Original Files: Original digital image files provided on disc with nomination.

Photo # Camera Direction Description
1 N View of Garfield Elementary Schoo! from N. Broadway; front facade
2 NE Playground east of school, site of old Junior High School
3 w East Facade
4 SE North/Rear Facade
5 SE East rear entry, entry to restroom, entry to kindergarten from playground
on North — East end north facade
6 E West/Auditorium Facade
7 NW Front/South and East Facades
8 N Main Entrance and Ventilation Tower, east end of south/front facade
9 NE Detail of Main Entrance
10 E East end of 1 floor corridor, entry to library {original kindergarten)
11 E Original Kindergarten Room (now used as library)
12 NW Fireplace alcove on north wall of kindergarten room
Malm Mural originally iocated over fireplace
3 - SE " "Window seat at glass block window wall on east end of kindergarten room
14 W 1% fioor corridor, east stair on right
15 NE Girls rest room, east end of 1 floor — terrazzo floors
16 SwW Typical classroom, south side of 1% floor
17 SW Southwest entry with ticket window
18 S Auditorium with stage on south end
19 Sw West entry, north of auditorium
20 S Kitchen (1957 Addition), terrazzo floors, original glazed block walls
21 N West stair tower, from 1% floor
22 E 2™ floor corridor with boy’s rest room on left
23 S Typical classroom with buili-in wardrobe and closets extant
North side of 2™ floor
24 SW Typical 9/2 paneled wood door at recessed classroom entrances
25 S Typical tiled (painted) sink alcove in each classroom
26 N Built-in cabinets in teacher's lounge (original “project” room), 1% floor
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Additional Documentation

Historic Images
The following attachments were provided by the USD 435 Board of Education except where noted.

Biueprints of original school design by Jos. W. Radotinsky.

Architect’s Rendering of Garfield School ¢.1940 Jos. W. Radotinsky and Frank Cayton, Associated Architects
Program from Building Dedication, April 1942.

Historic image of school site with Garfield Elementary and the old Juﬁior High School ¢. 1950 (undated)
Interior view showing original corridor finishes prior to 1980 renovation (undated)

A copy of the article entitled The Garfield School at Abilene, Kansas by W.C. Robinson published in School
Board Journal, January, 1947,

An excerpt from the article entitled WPA Kansas by Susan S. Novak published in Kansas Heritage, Autumn,
2003.

Photograph of Parker Elementary School, Kansas City, Kansas. Kansas City, Kansas Public School System

History,-accessed-on=line—hitp://www-kckps-ora/disthistory/dist=history/bios/architects- associates-htm-—- - -
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DEDICATION
Garfisld School
April 30, 1942

Bupt. W. C. quins;an. Preasiding

Invocation . - - - . Rav. L, B. Cooks

Freogantation of Fiag . Mre. Bamn Hallar
The Amaerisan Legion Auxtiary

Pisna Duet - . Roberia {{arris and Ohariotte Liaing
Aovcaordian Bolo . - . . Buddy 3pidall
Qupt W O Robinaon

introduction of Gusate

Prewsnlation of Building - . Howard Kasl
Prawictent of Board of Education

Acceptance of Building . . . Q. M, Harger
Double Quintatis - . B - Bixth Grade Qlcls

"Ood Blass America” - . . . Max Simaint
{Jroup Hing, Mina Mary Ruth Thomow, Direating)

Program-is to be tranemitted by loudnpeakare in
esech claseroam,

Inspection of antire building will follow program.
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Janvary, 1947

General Yiew from the Southeast, Garfield School, Abilene, Kansas. — Jos, W. Radotinsky, Architect, Kansos City

SCHOO!L
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Kansas, ond Fronk Cayion, Associate Architect, Abilene, Kansas. The tower
houses the oir intake, the ventilating fans, efc.

WTLe Garfield School at

permit the use of the activity room with its
strge, withowut the use of the resaininge hudd-

PR B CVPR Ty

Carteld School was the drst undt of o long-
e school relabilitation and  replacement
pragran activated by the buard of clueation
uf Abifene, RKans,. during the year 19400 The
citizens approved Dhonds in the smount of
SI07.270 to be used in the construction and
eruipping of the Garfield Sclool, and of e
MeRinley  sSchool, both elementary school
units, At the time, the bourd realized  tha
any aumies appropriated by the school district
worhd  require additional funds from the
Federal Government to meel the costs of con-
struction. Accordinghy, aid was requested from
the Works Progress Administeation for both
Lebor and materials to supplement the amoung
assigned o this project as the spunsor’s con-
sribution toward cost. Approval wits teceived.
and woerk was started derings the latter pan
ui 10407 the struciure was completed in 1942,

The edueational reguirements were studied
Ly the buard of education. in cu-operation
with @ suevey made by the Universiiy of
Ransis, and then submitted 10 the architects
tor the development of the Tunctional plan.
The plan is arranged in o mapner that will

A])llen e, KanSaS

W. C. Robinson, Superintendent

e e geadenne
{H—EHe SR

ot the wse of the activity space or iner-
ference with the administrutive area, The
kindergarten s so pliced that students have
thuir separate entrunce and alse a detinite aren

M ; seelign—wiih
HHE— G HH s C—eeHuR R

A typical clossroom showing the movable furniture, the
limited chealkboard, and the built-in wardrobe.
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The kindergarten is harmoniously finished with a fairy fale mural above the fireplace, colorful

of playground which is set aside for their play,

The building is localed near the center of
population of a permanent residential atrea of
the city, and thetefore serves both educational
and community funclions.

T %reipeFn ST q:?m‘:i
Lha :

-,m'mu.d.-.uj

P R TR

& b & 8.3

e inlaiid linoleum floor, and sound absorbing_ceiling

The exterior of the building is of lght, buif
brick with stone trisn; the inferior is of rein.
forced concrete frame with Oreproof walls and
finish muaterials selected on the basis of
minimum maintenance reguirements.

The interior walls of the activily room are
finished with a smooth, bufi brick above a
dark brown brick wainscot. Floors are asphall
tite, and the ceiling is made of tile board.

Classrooms are Jarge and well lighted, with
huitt-in  cupbeards, wardrohes, recessed lava-

TT TR 8" W

tories in the walls, and ample blackhoard
e tackbowrd space,

Project rooms with buiki-in cises, coumters,
mnd sinks are located on the frst and second
Hoors.

The kindercarten is very sitractive, vet
functional e all #s detall and appeintments,
The lightmg and acoustics are excellent.

Tuoilets for boas and girls, Qanking the two
stair towers, are <o arranged that o student
enters from the corrider side and may eo

Crdte goru

1
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First Floor Plan, Garfield Elementary School, Abilene, Kansas. — Jos. W, Rodotinsky, Architect, Konsas Cit,
Kansas, and Frank Cayton, Associale Archilect, Abilene. Kansas.
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The corridors in the Garfield School have been The library is fitted with child’s size furniture
finished fo require minimym maintenance and bookcases.
and to produce maximum quief.

directly to the plavgrounds without returning
to the corridors of the building.

The administration unit provides space for
the principal’s olfice, waiting room, clinie, and
Hbriry the spaces aBecated being funclional,
veonomical, and practical.

Eackh ¢lassroom s lighted with six incun-
descent. euclosed light fixtures, the three fights
puelle] to the exterior wall controlied by one
switeh, and the three tights parallel to the -
sitde wall controlled by anuther.

Heming and ventibting are accomplished
by the split-svstem method, which i v

desirable i this part of the conntry

The building is designed in a muanner tid
will permit the addition of two clissreums at
a karer date.
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Second Floor Plan, Garfield Elementary School, Abilene, Kansas, --Jos. W. Radotinshky, Architecs,
Kansas City, Kansas, and Frank Cayton, Associate Architect, Abllens, Kansas,
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The J. J. RICHARDS BAND
SHELL in Pittsburg was con-
siructed in 19361937 and is
located on the northwest side of
town in Lincoln Park. it Is one of
twenfy-six remaining New Deal
structures in Crawford County.

in Mankato was built in 1936—1937 with
$122,000 of WPA funds plus sponsor
funding. it occupies a full block facing
onto Commercial Streel. The art deco
style is constructed of rough-cut lime-
stone,
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GARFIELD SCHOOL in
Abilene, constructed in
1942 with WFA funds, is
an excellent example of
Moderne architecture.
Built as an elementary
school, it now serves
the upper sfementary
gradess and stands at
the corner of Buckeye
and Seventh Streefs.

SCHERMERHORN PARK at the soulh ec;- -
Galena off Highway 26 offers examples of o
KERC and WFA projects. Improvernents tc =
park, such as the lerracing (above), was ¢¢: -
in August 1935 by KERC crews, with §11.05:

e




Construction of RATHERT STADIUM in Junction City began in Oclober 1936 and the

facility was dedicated on July 17, 1937. That day's edition of the Junction City Daily Union
stated, “The stadium is built of aftractive cut sténe, faces north east, and open grilfwork at
the back provides a chance for air circulating, making the stadium cooler”” 1t is focated at
820 West Thirteenth Street, and it is used today, as it was originally, as a baseball faciiity.

rﬁd‘:}g&'»f‘; ﬁr\ ]

CORONADQ HEIGHTS, a tourist atiraction two miles

north of Lindsborg in McPherson County, received road The DELAWARE RIVER COMPOSITE TRUSS
improvement, a stone shelfer house (above), a dozen BRIDGE spans the river at the northeast city
camp units, and an arch gateway with WPA funds in limits of Vallay Falls on Coal Creek Road in
1936. It was reported that 123 reffef workers were em- Jefferson County. It was constructed in 1936
ployed on the project, which cost more than $15,000. in a collaborative effort employing WPA and

" Jefferson County crews.

The ARMORY in St. Marys was begun in 1841 with $55,000 in
WPA funds. Sixty-five men were employed on the project dur-
ing the first summer of work. World War i took its toll on the
profect, leaving a shorlage of workers and supplies, but the fa-
cility was finished in April 1943 in time fo house a war bond
dance. The armory was officlally dedicated on May 8, 1943.
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